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Lead: 

a Continued Threat to Our Wild Birds 


In a recent conversation with 
Cindy Pyves, Ontario Wildlife 
Rehabilitation and Education Network 
(OWREN) member and a fellow 
University of Guelph student, I was 
reminded of the importance of 
thinking globally while acting locally. 
Ms. Pyves spoke of the continued 
threat posed by lead shot to our 
wildlife which we, as naturalists, 
should obviously be concerned about. 
It was estimated that prior to 1991, 
when the United States adopted 
regulations on the use of non-toxic 
shot, lead poisoning killed some 1.5 
to 3 million waterfowl in North 
America every year. Lead toxicosis 
can occur in waterfowl and raptors as 
a result of ingestion of lead shot, 
sinkers and weights, ft is speculated 
that each year in Canada 1500 tonnes 
of lead shot are deposited in the 
environment by hunters, while 370 
tonnes of lead sinkers accumulate in 
bodies of water when they become 
detached from fishing lines and nets. 


by Jocelyn Neysmith 

Exposure 

Waterfowl such as ducks, geese 
and swans risk ingesting lead which 
has accumulated at the bottom of 
lakes and marshes when they scoop 
up food and the grit which aids their 
digestion. Piscivorous birds such as 
loons are thought to ingest lead when 
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they feed on fish which have 
swallowed weights. Raptors, including 
hawks and eagles, are secondarily 
poisoned when feeding on prey which 
has been shot or has ingested lead 
shot or sinkers. Once ingested, the 
lead is retained in the gizzard, where 
it is slowly broken down by gastric 
juices. The breakdown releases toxic 
salts which are absorbed through the 
intestinal wall and, once in the 
bloodstream, cause lead poisoning. 

Scope of the problem 

According to Dr. Vernon Thomas 
of the University of Guelph, two or 
three shot gun pellets contain 
sufficient lead to kill a goose or swan 
within weeks, while a single sinker is 
enough to kill a loon. Data 
accumulated by Ms. Merilyn Twiss, 
an M.Sc. student with Dr. Thomas, 
show that the cause of death for 
32-34 of 178 adult Common Loons 
examined over the last 10 years in 
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Ontario was attributed to 
leadtoxicosis. These data include the 
findings of Kit Chubb of the Avian 
Care and Research Foundation, who 
found that 30% of the Common 
Loons she examined had died of lead 
toxicosis. 

As migrating birds travel great 
distances and may pick up lead at any 
point during their journey, lead 
poisoning in wild birds is not merely 
of local concern. In fact, to avoid 
birds ingesting lead in one country 
and then succumbing to toxicosis in 
another, it is imperative that the 
legislation in Canada and the United 
States, as well as in Mexico, be 
consistent. This brings us back to the 
idea of thinking globally while acting 
locally — or in this case, nationally. 

Action 

The good news is that progress 
was made this summer in the fight to 
eliminate the use of lead products! On 
July 24, 1995, Environment Minister 
Sheila Copps announced a ban on the 
me of shot for the hunting of 
migratory birds, under the Migratory 
Birds Convention Act. It will first be 
implemented on all National Wildlife 
Areas by 1996, and then across 
Canada by 1997. Implementation of 
the ban will bring Canada in line with 
United States, which has had such 
legislation in place since 1991. 

Although this initiative is indeed 
a step in the right direction, the use 
of lead shot for other types of hunting 
and shooting (ie. upland hunting and 
target shooting), as well as the use of 
sinkers and jigs, has yet to be 
addressed. These uses continue to add 
to the lead burden of the environment, 
increasing the risk to wildlife. 


Alternatives 

Alternatives to lead shot, such as 
bismuth and steel, have been used in 
the United States, Denmark and 
Norway and the Netherlands for 
several years. These alternatives have 
been known to be as effective as lead 
shot when used competently, and are 
not toxic to wildlife. High quality 
steel shot retails for about the same 
price as the best lead shot. Non-toxic 
sinkers produced from steel, bismuth 
and tin, as well as composites with 
tungsten and molybdenum are 
available for use in Canada. Though 
slightly more expensive that lead, the 
use of alternatives would entail a 
mere 1-2% increase in the annual 
expenses of anglers, according to Dr. 
Thomas. Such an expense pales in 
comparison to the benefits that would 
accrue from the creation of a far more 
sustainable sport. 

What you can do 

This summer, a report submitted 
to Environment Minister Sheila Copps 
by the Commons Standing Committee 
on Environment and Sustainable 
Development also recommended the 
implementation of a ban on the 
production, sale and use of lead shot 
and sinkers across Canada, under the 
Environmental Protection Act, by 
May 31, 1997, As of yet, though, no 
action has been taken to implement 
this broader legislation, and thus it is 
very important that you inform the 
Minister of your concerns regarding 
the effects of lead on Canada's 
wildlife. A form letter will be 
available at the Conservation table at 
the January club meeting which you 
can sign and send to Ms. Copps. 
However, we encourage you to write 


your own letter, as one personal 
letter has far more impact, and is 
given more weight, than several form 
letters. You may wish to make use of 
the points raised in this article to 
guide you in writing your own letter. 


Organic Garden Care 
Notes from the 
November Plant Study 
Group 

by Lyn Hanna Folkes 
The Plant Study group thanks 
Jean Johnson, a horticulturist from 
Dundas, for her very informative 
presentation about organic yard care 
— particularly for lawns. Some of 
you may be surprised at this topic 
since I am always preaching to 
replace your lawn with any more 
valuable and creative sort of 
vegetative cover. Jean agrees with this 
but we realize that we have to live 
with lawns for now — so, why not 
take care of them in a responsible 
manner? 

Jean says: “healthy soil is the key 
to a healthy lawn”. You can have 
healthy soil by following these 
guidelines: 

1. Fertilizers: Cut down on 
chemical fertilizers with high N.P.K. 
numbers which promote acidic soil 
and consequently reduce the number 
of earthworms in your soil. 
Earthworms are necessary for a well 
aerated soil that holds enough 
moisture for grass roots. Slow release 
fertilizers are best, such as compost or 
old sheep or cow manure (all organic 
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fertilizers are slow release). Fertilize 
once in the fall only if your lawn 
looks like it needs it. Only fertilize 
in the spring if, after raking, your 
lawn looks sick (i.e. yellow). You 
don’t have to fertilize every year. 

2. Watering: In a normal year, you 
don’t have to start watering your lawn 
until sometime in June. Water your 
lawn once every 7 to 10 days but 
water well (l"-2" of water) and avoid 
watering during the hottest hours of 
the day. Don’t suffocate your lawn 
roots by watering everyday. Watering 
too shallowly and frequently will 
encourage shallow roots that may die 
during dry weather. Also, watering 
overnight can water-log your grass 
and promote fungus — always 
monitor your watering. 

3. Raking and Seeding: Rake well 
in spring before your first mowing so 
that you can get a proper cut; so the 
grass can feed itself better through 
photosynthesis; and so you can find 
any bare or thin spots in your lawn. 
Spread a low-maintenance grass seed 
over any bare spots after the first 
mowing (beat the weeds!). 
Low-maintenance seed mixtures 
contain mostly fescue but also more 
rye than Kentucky Bluegrass 
(available at William Dam Seeds). If 
you are seeding a new lawn, you need 
6"-8" of good top soil for healthy 
deep grass roots. Also, rake your lawn 
in the fall if the fallen leaves are 
suffocating the grass. Large leaves 
like those of maple trees may 
suffocate a lawn while thin leaves like 
those of willows can be left over 
winter as an organic fertilizer (still, 
rake well in the spring for the start of 
the growing season). 


4. Mowing: We mow far too short! 
If you want a greener lawn with 
fewer weed problems, it will help if 
you mow your lawn to the following 
heights: 

Spring: first mow — 1.5"; 2-2.5" 
for the second mowing and on. 
Summer: change your mowing to 
3" high. 

Fall: it is cool enough to mow at 
2-2.5" high again; the last cut of 
the year should be 1.5" high. 

Try to cut often enough to leave the 
clippings on the grass for a great 
organic slow-release fertilizer. 


manual maintenance. For example, 
since crabgrass germinates at the end 
of May and early in June, any 
fertilizer application during the 
summer months will promote 
crabgrass growth — so fertilize only 
in the fall. If you have a pest 
infestation, try spraying a soap and 
water mixture or try biological 
controls like predatory nematodes 
which can be purchased from some 
nurseries. 

Extra Tip: applying gypsum can help 
repair lawn damage from dog urine 
and oil spills. $ 


5. Thatch: this is the layer of roots, 
stems, and dead pieces of organic 
matter on top of the soil surface. 
Thatch is damaging since fertilizer 
and water cannot penetrate the thatch 
in order to get to the root zone. In the 
worst cases; grass roots begin to grow 
up into the thatch to get the nutrients 
and moisture they need. If you always 
mow your lawn very short, use lots of 
quick-release fertilizer, water often 
but lightly, and use lots of chemical 
pesticides and fungicides, you will 
eventually have a thatch problem. If 
you have a thatch problem: aerate 
your lawn in the spring; apply a 1" 
layer of screened compost to your 
lawn; use a quail of beer or fish 
fertilizer over the lawn to attract 
beneficial soil organisms; and for 2 or 
3 months — water deeply only once 
each month. Your lawn should 
recover. 

6. Weeds and Pests: if you get rid 
of the weeds you have now (hand pull 
if possible) and do all of the above, 
you should have few enough weeds 
that you can control them by regular 


Jean also recommends the following 
references: 

Building a Healthy Lawn by Stuart 
Franklin. A Garden Way Book by 
Storey Communications, Inc. 

The Chemical Free Lawn bv 
Warren Schultz. Rodale Press. 

How to Get Your Lawn and 
Garden Off Drugs by Carole 
Rubin. Friends of the Earth 
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1995 

Hamilton 
Fall Bird Count 

by Bill Lamond 

A total of 137 species were 
observed on the 22nd annual 
Hamilton Fall Bird Count (HFBC) 
held on 5 November 1995. This total 
was 10 species above the 22 year 
average of 127. Your compiler was 
actually hoping for a higher species 
total based on the unseasonably warm 
weather in October, and some of the 
early count returns were very 
favourable. However, a cold snap just 
prior to the count, windy count 
conditions and poor shorebird results 
scuttled any chance of surpassing the 
all-time record of 142 species set in 
1991. Nonetheless, 137 is a very 
respectable total and many good birds 
were reported. 

Somewhat surprisingly, a count 
first of the negative variety was 
realized this year This was the First 
year in the 22 year history of the 
count that a new species was not 
recorded, Obviously this was bound 
to happen eventually, and I’m 
somewhat surprised it did not happen 
earlier. This does not mean, however, 
that we have run out of new species 
to be added to the count. Far from it. 
Even in recent years we have been 
adding as many as 3 species per year. 

This was one of the more difficult 
counts to actually determine “the” 
count highlight. Certainly Northern 
Gannet was probably the rarest bird in 
a geographic sense, but this was the 
third count record for this species and 
lately it has almost been annual in 
occurrence in late fall and winter in 


the Hamilton area. Similarly both 
Flarlequin Duck and Sandhill Crane 
were only recorded for the fourth 
time. However, Harlequin Duck has 
become of annual occurrence in late 
fall and winter in this area and 
Sandhill Crane has become a much 
more common migrant now than it 
was about 5 years ago and the HFBC 
has reflected this. Other geographic 
rarities recorded on the count included 
Red Phalarope (4th count -record) and 
Bohemian Wax wing (4th 
count-record). 



Possibly the most interesting 
aspect of this years count was the 
number of Eastern Phoebes. This 
species had been recorded on 7 
previous counts or 1/3 of all counts, 
with an average of less than one bird 
per count. This year there were 20 
Phoebes recorded! This is a 
phenomenal total for the date, 
reflecting the mild weather this fall 
and tile lateness of the migration. 
Other record-high counts for species 
usually in low numbers by count day 
included Pied-billed Grebe (26), 
Turkey Vulture (52), American 
Woodcock (18), Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet (131) and Hermit Thrush 
(66). Six species of warbler were 
reported including Nashville Warbler, 
Orange-crowned Warbler (3), 


Black-throated Green Warbler (4th 
count record) and Ovenbird (2) (3rd 
count record). Other notable migrants 
observed included Lincoln Sparrow 
(3rd count record). Solitary Vireo (2) 
(5th count record), Swainson’s Thrush 
(5th count record). Vesper Sparrow (7 
individuals recorded by 4 parties). 
Short-eared Owl (4 individuals 
observed by 3 parties) and both eagle 
species. 

There were few negative aspects 
to this count. As alluded to above, the 
shorebird results were quite poor 
(save for the American Woodcock 
and Red Phalarope). This was not 
necessarily due to lack of habitat as 
there was seemingly suitable habitat 
with few or no birds. Perhaps the 
habitat available was low in food 
sources (ie. invertebrates) or maybe 
the shorebirds had already past 
through. Shorebird numbers have 
been way down in the last 4 years 
with Dunlin numbers being very low 
and species such as Black-bellied 
Plover, Lesser Yellowlegs, 
White-rumped Sandpiper and Pectoral 
Sandpiper being very low in number 
or absent (as in 1995). 

Other misses this year included 
Osprey, Snowy' Owl, Northern 
Saw-whet Owl, Gray Catbird, Brown 
Thrasher and Savannah Sparrow, 
although most of these species are 
recorded less than biannually. 

Participation in this years count 
was the second highest ever with 93 
participants. Likewise the total party 
hours was the second highest at 320 
hours. Not surprisingly with more 
observers and high party hours, 
species are going to be reported in 
above average numbers which was the 
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case this year. There were 27 species 
that were recorded in record-high 
numbers. Some of these were already 
mentioned above and those species 
high numbers are not necessarily due 
to increased effort. However, record 
counts for species such as Downy 
Woodpecker, Black-capped 
Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
Brown Creeper and Song Sparrow 
were due mostly to increased effort. 
Record-high counts for raptors such 
as Red-shouldered and Red-tailed 
Hawks, as well as Sharp-shinned and 
Cooper’s Hawks was probably due to 
good migration conditions as well as 
more birders out there to observe 
these diumally migrating birds. 

For the first time ever the total 
number of birds observed was over 
200,000 with 209,652 birds being 
tallied. This is about 25% higher than 
the previous high in 1991 when 
155,508 birds were recorded. 
However, this new figure must be 
taken with a grain of salt. This years 
Starling roost count at the Burlington 
Skyway Bridge was estimated at 
100,000. It is extremely difficult to 
estimate the size of the roost at this 
location, especially when all the birds 
leave the roost in a short time span. 
The margin of error on this type of 
estimate is extremely high, and 
although the result may be quite 
accurate, it is likely out by a large 
percentage in either direction. 
Nonetheless, I would like to thank 
Bill Crins and Brian Henshaw for 
performing this difficult and 
unpleasant (?) task. I would also like 
to thank all of the other participants 
in this years count and I hope that we 
can persuade you to participate again 
next year. 


1995 Results 

Area Covered: Selected areas within 
a 40.2 km radius of Dundum Castle, 
Hamilton, Ontario, to include: the 
Lake Ontario shoreline from Port 
Credit to Beamsville; the 
Conservation Areas of Christie, Berry, 
Binbrook, Fifty Point, Felkers Falls, 
Mountsberg, Valens, Iroquois Heights, 
Dundas Valley, Governors Road, and 
Spencer Gorge; Rock Chapel 
Sanctuary; Lake Medad; Puslinch, 
Mohawk and Dunmark Lakes; 
Sassafras, Bronte, and Burloak 
Woods; Cootes Paradise; Woodland 
Cemetery; Kings Forest; Bronte, 
Rattray and Van Wagners Marshes; 
Waterworks Park; Brantford Dump; 
Beverly Swamp; Hamilton Harbour; 
Windermere Basin; Tollgate Ponds; 
Grimsby and Cainsville Sewage 
Ponds; Spring Valley, Red Hill, 
Bronte and Oakville Creek ravines; 
and the Grand River from Cayuga to 
Cambridge. 

Sunday, November 5, 1995: 3:05 
am. to 5:35 p.m. Weather at Mt. 
Hope Airport: Temperature -3.7°C to 
4.4°C. Winds SW, considerable at 
sunrise, with an average speed of 28.3 
km/hr, maximum gust of 48 km/hr at 
11:00 a.m. Mostly sunny with a few 
cloudy periods. No precipitation. 93 
observers in 50 parties. Total party 
hours:320. 

Species: Underlined totals represent 
record-high numbers. Underlined 
species require documentation for the 
Hamilton Bird Records Committee, 
except for Northern Gannet which 
requires documentation for the 
Ontario Bird Records Committee. 

Red-throated Loon 2; Common Loon 


54; Pied-billed Grebe 26; Homed 
Grebe 40; Red-necked Grebe 45; 
Northern Gannet 1 (BS,JD,JCr/ 
BCr,BH); Double-crested Cormorant 
109 ; Great Blue Heron 64; 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 13; 
Tundra Swan 161 ; Mute Swan 37; 
Snow Goose 2; Brant 4; Canada 
Goose 7,087; Wood Duck 16; 
Green-winged Teal 990 : American 
Black Duck 575; Mallard 3,807; 
Northern Pintail 75; Blue-winged 
Teal 1; Northern Shoveler 288; 
Gadwall 304; American Wigeon 174; 
Canvasback 40; Redhead 98; 
Ring-necked Duck 192; Lesser Scaup 
4.553 : Greater Scaup 8,127; 
Harlequin Duck 1 (KM,RWa); 
Oldsquaw 611; Black Scoter 41; Surf 
Scoter 78; White-winged Scoter 10; 
Common Goldeneye 3,379; 
Bufflehead 1,670 : Hooded Merganser 
341; Common Merganser 97; 
Red-breasted Merganser 4.060 : 
Ruddy Duck 201 : Turkey Vulture 52; 
Bald Eagle 1; Northern Harrier 26; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 17; Cooper's 
Hawk 11; Northern Goshawk 2; 
Red-shouldered Hawk 22.; Red-tailed 
Hawk 449 : Rough-legged Hawk 12; 
Golden Eagle 1; Merlin 1; American 
Kestrel 83; Ring-necked Pheasant 7; 
Ruffed Grouse 7; American Coot 
1.184 : Sandhill Crane 4 

(HW,MWa,MB); Killdeer 177; 
Greater Yellowlegs 16; Sanderling 6; 
Dunlin 50; Common Snipe 3; 
American Woodcock 18; Red 
Phalarope 3 (BS,JCr,JD); Bonaparte's 
Gull 237; Ring-billed Gull 20.272 : 
Herring Gull 1,832; Great 
Black-backed Gull 150; Rock Dove 
1,442; Mourning Dove 721; Eastern 
Screech Owl 21; Great Homed Owl 
6; Long-eared Owl 1; Short-eared 
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Owl 4; Belted Kingfisher 14; 
Red-headed Woodpecker 1; 
Red-bellied Woodpecker J.3; Downy 
Woodpecker 23 1 : Hairy Woodpecker 
46; Northern Flicker 42; Pileated 
Woodpecker 4; Eastern Phoebe 2Q; 
Horned Lark 132; Bine Jay 762; 
American Crow 2,736; Black-capped 
Chickadee 2.216 ; Tufted Titmouse 2; 
White-breasted Nuthatch 261 ; 
Red breasted Nuthatch 56; Brown 
Creeper 81; Carolina Wren 14; Winter 
Wren 45; Golden-crowned Kinglet 
809; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 131 : 
Eastern Bluebird 92; Swainson's 
Thrush 1 (MCI); Hermit Thrush 66; 
American Robin 1,532; Northern 
Mockingbird 36; American Pipit 266; 
Bohemian Wax w inn 3 
(BP/MCa,PG,BWya,VW,RWe); Cedar 
Waxwing 693; Northern Shrike 14; 
European Starling 113.804 ; Solitary 
Vireo 2; Orange-crowned Warbler 3; 
Nashville Warbler 1; Black-throated 
Green Warbler 1: Yellow-rumped 
Warbler 39; O v e n b i r d 2 
(LoM/RVT,TS,SO); Common 
Yellowthroat 2; Northern Cardinal 
471; Rufous-sided Towhee 2; 
American Tree Sparrow 1,015; 
Chipping Sparrow 5; Field Sparrow 9; 
Vesper Sparrow 6; Fox Sparrow 60; 
Song Sparrow 269; Lincoln’s Sparrow 
1 (BP); Swamp Sparrow 54; 

White-throated Sparrow 237; 
White-crowned Sparrow 29; 
Dark-eyed Junco 1,913; Lapland 
Longspur 9; Snow Bunting 363; 
Red-winged Blackbird 9,300; Eastern 
Meadowlark 12; Rusty Blackbird 
1,209: Common Grackle 371; 

Brown-headed Cowbird 627; Purple 
Finch 24; House Finch 1 .821 : 
White-winged Crossbill 1; Common 
Redpoll 32; Pine Siskin 40; American 


Goldfinch 845; Evening Grosbeak 
158; House Sparrow 2,384. 

Total: 137 species; 209,652 

individuals. 

Observers: Glen Barnett, Mary 

Beaver, Colin Bell, Eleanor Bell. 
David Brewer, Hazel Broker, Duane 
Brown, Mike Cadman, Barb Charlton, 
Jerry Chappie, Nina Chappie, Michael 
Clark, George Coker, Ted Cole, Jim 
Cram, M. Cranford, Bill Crins. Bob 
Curry, Floyd Deiter, Karen Dieroff, 
Keith Dieroff, Robert Dawson, Rob 
Dobos, Jim Dowall, Denise 
Drouillard, Bruce Duncan, Gavin 
Edmunstone, Jill Elliott. Wayne 
Elvins, Lois Evans, John Fischer, 
Sheila Forbes, Denys Gardiner, P. 
Grant, Jerry Gunther, Alex Gray, John 
Hannah, Kevin Hannah, D. Harding, 
Brian Henshaw, Jim Heslop, Christine 
Jamieson, Mark Jennings, Barry 
Jones, Albert Kuhnigh, Bill Lamond 
(compiler), Dennis Lewington, Gwen 
Lewington, Rick Ludkin, Ron Luft, 
Rudy Luft, Wolfgang Luft, George 
Mann, Richard Mackinnon, Doug 
McCallum, Sheldon McGregor, Brian 
McHattie, Kevin McLaughlin, Don 
McLean, Libor Michalak, George 
Meyers, John Miles, Jamie Miles, 
Emmanuel Milot, Lorelei Mitchell, S. 
Ogle, John Olmsted. Rose Peterson, 
Brian Pomfret, Mary Pomfret, Norm 
Pomfret, Jim Pringle, Tony Salvadori, 
Bill Smith, lan Smith, Paul Smith, 
Bob Stamp, Mike Street, Ken 
Symington, Sam Tabone, Peter van 
Dyken, Rohan van Twest, Rob 
Waldhuber, Harry Walker, Marie 
Walker, J. Watt, Martin Wemaart, 
Reinder Westerhoff, Dan Wylie, Brian 
Wylie, Kevin Wylie, Bryan Wyatt, V. 
Wyatt (Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 


South-Peel Naturalists' Club, 
Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists, 
Guelph Field Naturalists). 

International habitat 
protection: 

What Can the HNC Do 

by Brian McHattie 
For the past year or so, one of our 
members, Michael Patrikeev, has been 
tirelessly trying to persuade me to 
divert some of my efforts from 
Hamilton area habitat protection to 
the threatened habitats that exist 
outside of Ontario, Canada, and 
indeed North America. Through his 
work with BirdLife International, 
Michael is acutely aware of the 
habitat destruction that is widespread 
throughout the world; especially in 
Africa, and Central and South 
America. When I reply that these 
warmer climates are primarily 
important due to migratory birds like 
the warblers that nest in our northern 
forests, Michael nods patiently and 
again attempts to make me focus, for 
just a minute, away from Hamilton. 
Finally, 1 start to get the picture, and 
Michael continues his lesson in 
earnest. 

The numbers for the Ecuador are 
impressive: 

• the Cuyabeo Wildlife Reserve 
has record levels of tree diversity, 
with 473 species found in one 
square kilometre 

• it has 32 endemic bird species 
of which 10 are threatened, 159 
birds with restricted range of 
which 38 are threatened, 46 of all 
bird species considered to be of 
risk of extinction 
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• Ecuador, at t/4 the size of 
Ontario (283,500 square km 
versus 1,068,580 square km) has 
1530 resident and migrant 
migratory bird species versus less 
than 400 species of birds in 
Ontario 

0 the sub-tropical, dry forest 
habitat, restricted to low 
mountains along the Pacific coast 
that Ecuador shares with Peru, 
has 44 endemic bird species — 
one of the highest in the world, 

So, what can we do with our new 
knowledge and appreciation? Well, 
with Michael’s guidance, the 
Conservation Committee has decided 
to focus on Ecuador. To date, we 
have begim conversing over email 
with a group called CECIA, 
BirdLife’s main partner in Ecuador. 
The idea is to have the HNC twin 
with this organization, the same way 
cities twin with each other to foster 
international cooperation usually, it 
would seem, for economic purposes 
such as increasing trade. We are 
looking for ways that we can help 
CECIA’s quest to protect Ecuador’s 
endangered habitats. 

The other thing we feel strongly 
about is that we, as individuals, take 
responsibility for the impact our 
western lifestyles are having on 
habitat in Ecuador. The following is 
an outline of the effects of oil 
research and extraction by 
multi-national companies such as 
Texaco on the upper Ecuadorian 
Amazon, and other habitats. As you 
know, these companies are usually 
headquartered in the United States 
and Canada, and most of the oil they 
turn into gasoline goes to car-crazy 


North Americans. Taking a page from 
Amnesty International’s work, we feel 
that the HNC can act to shine a 
spotlight on these companies’ 
activities. Maybe if we all had been 
more aware and acted on our 
understanding of the atrocities in 
Nigeria, human rights activist, poet, 
playwright, and 1995 Goldman 
Environmental Prize winner, Ken 
Saro-Wiwa would still be alive to 
continue his battle with the oil and 
gas industry in his native Ogoni 
homeland. If oppressive regimes in 
other countries (and in this country as 
well) feel that no one is watching, 
they will do almost anything. As we 
begin to research the issues further, 
we will no doubt learn of other 
activities we are indirectly responsible 
for — do Canadian engineering firms 
do as much damage in Ecuador as 
they have done in Africa, or as they 
have precipitated in China with the 
Three Gorges Dam — a monumental 
eco/cultural-di saster. 

In the world wide search for new 
sources of oil, no country or habitat is 
safe. A perfect example of this is 
Texaco’s activities in Ecuador. 
Beginning in 1972 and continuing 
through to 1992, Texaco was actively 
involved in oil exploration and 
extraction in a region of Ecuador 
known as the Ecuadorian Oriente, one 
of the most biologically rich and 
diverse areas on Earth. This area is 
located at the headwaters of the 
Amazon River and is gifted with an 
extremely high level of biodiversity, 
with tens of thousands of different 
plant and animal species. Much of 
this flora and fauna is found nowhere 
else on the planet which means that 
these plant and animal species are 


extremely susceptible to the threat of 
extinction if the habitat is destroyed 
or degraded. When Texaco stopped 
extracting oil from Ecuador in 1992, 
they left behind a host of 
environmental and social problems 
that are further complicated by the 
activities of other oil companies, such 
as Maxus, ARCO, Occidental and 
Orix, who moved in when Texaco 
departed. 

Some of the problems I refer to 
are as follows: 

•rivers and tributaries 
contaminated with crude oil to the 
point that local communities can 
no longer nse them for fishing, 
drinking or bathing 

•low agricultural production due 
to soil and air contamination; 

•massive deforestation 

•the loss of game animals 

In addition, the building of roads 
through pristine habitats has had 
severe social impacts on the 
indigenous people of Ecuador as tribal 
lands are invaded and settlers follow 
the oil companies and colonize these 
newly accessible areas. 

Similar environmental and social 
atrocities are occurring in Nigeria, 
caused by oil companies such as 
Shell. Shell Oil discovered petroleum 
in the Niger River delta area of 
Nigeria in 1958, and since then has 
extracted $30 billion worth of oil and 
natural gas. In the process of making 
this huge amount of money, they have 
caused irreparable damage to a habitat 
consisting of mangrove and coastal 
rainforest. The Niger River delta is 
now listed as the most endangered 
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river delta in the world. As mentioned 
earlier, Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight 
fellow activists, were executed 
November 10 because they were 
willing to take a stand and speak out 
against the activities of oil companies 
in Nigeria. 

I strongly encourage HNC 
members to write letters to the 
companies listed below, to voice your 
concern over the vast environmental 


damage and social injustices being 
perpetrated by these companies in 
their quest for new sources of profit. 
Make no mistake, these companies are 
profiting at the expense of the worlds 
future. They need to hear, from as 
many different consumers as possible, 
that it is now time to own up to their 
past mistakes and make positive 
changes in their present day practices. 

Can a small organization like the 


HNC make a difference in Ecuador? 
On the world stage? 1 firmly believe 
that we can! Working in a coalition 
with other organizations like the 
Rainforest Action Network, we can 
put time tested HNC talents, honed 
for die past 76 years on protecting 
Hamilton’s natural areas, to work 
internationally. Hey, its New Year’s 
Resolution time — is any one out 
there listening?! 


Addresses: 


Charles Wilson 

Robert Slocumb 

James W. Kilinear 

President 

President 

Chief Executive Officer 

Shell Canada 

Texaco Canada 

Texaco Inc. 

400 4th Ave. SW 

1048 Mathesson Blvd. 

2000 Westchester Ave. 

Box 100, Station ‘M’ 

Mississauga, Ontario 

White Plains, New York 

Calgary, Alberta 

L4W 2V2 

10650 

T2P 2H5 





Noteworthy Bird Records 

By Rob Dobos 

Number of species recorded to September 30, 1995 - 271 For underlined species or dates a written documentation is required by 
the Hamilton Bird Records Committee 

Observers: Alfred Adamo (AA), Jim Anderson (JA), Christine Bishop (CB), Chris Bolter (CBo), Linda Burr (LB), Barb Charlton 
(BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Dave Copeland (DCo), Jim Cram (JC), Bill Cuddy (BCu), Hugh Currie (HC), Robert Curry (RC), 
Rob Dawson (RDw), Rob Dobos (RD), Jim Dowall (JD), Gavin Edmonstone (GE), Denys Gardiner (DG), Kathleen Gardiner 
(KG), Jerry Guild (JG), John Hannah (JHa), Mark Jennings (MJ), Mike King (MK), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), 
Gwen Lewington (GL), Stuart Mackenzie (SM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), George Naylor (GN), John Olmsted (JO), Reg Parr 
(RPa), Rose Peterson (RP), Brian Pomfret (BP), Bill Smith (BS), lan Smith (IS), Paul Smith (PS), Rick Snider (RSn), Mike Street 
(MS), Peter Thoem (PT), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Dave Wilson (DW), Wilf Yusek (WY), Many Observers (m obs ) 
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Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F --first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the 
migration 

HSA -Hamilton Study Area 


Plumages,etc.: 
m -male 
f. -female 
ad. -adult 
imm -immature 
juv. -juvenile 
1st sum -first summer 
sum. -summering bird 
terr -territorial bird 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [ZM] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 
Halton [HI,] 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [NG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [Wl] 

Wellington [WL\ 


JULY - SEPTEMBER 199S 

Common Loon: One on Lake Ontario off Van Wagners Beach [HW] Aug 27 F (RD el al .), one off Fifty Rd [HW\ 

Sep 7 (RD); one at Van W'agners Beach Sep 26 (RD) 

Pied-billed Grebe: Three at Foreman Rd Wetland [HW] Jul 19 (RD), one juv at Snnthville Sewage Ponds [NG] Aug 13-24 
(KM,RDw), and two there Sep 16 (KM); one at Dundas Marsh [HW] Aug 22 (RDw), two juv off LaSalle Marina [HW] Sep 2 
and three there Sep 9-30 (KM), three at Christie C.A [HW] Sep 6 (RD). 

Horned Grebe: Four sum off Shoreacres [HL] Jul 16 (KM) 

Red-necked Grebe: Three off Walkers Line [HI] Jul 6 (RD), one off Appleby Creek [7/7.] Jul 13 (RD), 10 off Fruitland Ave, 
Burlington [ HL ] Jul 16 (KM), birds off Shoreacres 16 -Jul 16 (KM), 18 -Jul 31 (RD), 20 -Aug 19 (KM); two off Burloak Park 
[HL] Sep 3 (MJ). 

American White Pelican: The two birds remained at Princess Point and Cootes Paradise [HW] through Jul 1-Sep 30 (m obs ); 
they were also at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HW] Jul 22 (BL,KG), and at Valley Inn [HL] Sep 24 (RC) 

Double-crested Cormorant: 33 nests counted on Flickory Island, Cootes Paradise Jul 4 (RD), one at Resurrection Cemetery 
Pond, Hwy 53 [HW] Aug 18 (MS); 350 at Dundas Marsh Sep 1 (RC); about 2500 at NE Corner Hamilton Bay [HW] Sep 7 (RD). 
Least Bittern: One at Tollgate Ponds [HW] Sep 20*—21 (BS,JO) 

Great Egret: Two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [NG] Aug 2 F (fide GN), 1-2 at Confederation Park [HW] Aug 16-24 {fide 
MS;RD), three at Van Wagners Ponds [HW] Aug 21-26 (RD;KM), and two there Aug 27-Sep 30 (RD el a /.), one at Red Hill 
Creek [HW] Aug 27 (RD), one at Dundas Marsh Sep 1 (RC), four at Millgrove Loam Pits [HW] Sep 10-16 (RD,BC;KM) 

Cattle Egret: One ad. sum. at Tollgate Ponds Jul 1-Aug 24 L (RD;m.obs). 

Green Heron: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Sep 2 (RD,BC); two at Christie C.A. Sep 6 (RD); three at Van Wagners Ponds 
Sep 12 L (DL,GL) 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Two juv at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 1 (RD), seven at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 9 (RC). 
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON: One juv. at Tollgate Ponds Aug 2 * (RD). 

GLOSSY IBIS: One ad. at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 19 * (BCh,RW,PT) and Sep 28 (RW;m.obs ). 

Mute Swan: Two ad ,one white morph juv. at Cootes Paradise Jul 4 (RD) (note; most local nesters have gray morph chicks). 
Cape Shelduck: One m escapee at Tollgate Ponds Aug 2-3 (RD;m.obs.) 

Muscovy Duck: Two escapees at Spencer Creek at Cootes Dr [HW] Aug 29 (RD). 

Wood Duck: Eight at Dundas Marsh Sep 1 (RC); five at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 10 (RD,BC) 

Green-winged Teal: Birds at Windermere Basin [HW] 3 -Jul 9 (RC), 15 -Aug 19 (KM), 12 -Aug 27 (RD), birds at Tollgate 
Ponds lm.,lf. -Jul 12 (RD), 2m. -Jul 19-Aug 3 (RD), birds at Grimsby Sewage Ponds: lm -Jul 3 (KM), 5 -Jul 16 (KM), 9 
-Sep 2 (RD,BC); 15 at Dundas Marsh Sep 1 (RC); 12 off Van Wagners Beach Sep 8 (RD), 75 at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 10 
(RD,BC). 

Northern Pintail: Birds at Tollgate Ponds: 3 -Jul 26 (RD), 6 -Sep 26 (RD), birds at Windermere Basin If ,ljuv. -Jul 29 (RD), 
4f -Jul 29 (RD), 18 -Sep 24 (RC). 

Blue-winged Teal: 65 at Dundas Marsh Sep 1 (RC), 50 at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 10 (RD,BC) 

Northern Shoveler: One f. at Windermere Basin Jul 9-29 (RC,RD); birds at Tollgate Ponds: 20 -Aug 17 (RD), 65 -Aug 27 
(KM), 85 -Sep 2 (RD.BC), 60 -Sep 26 (RD), nine at Dundas Marsh Sep 1 (RC), 10 off Woodland Cemetery [HW] Sep 30 (RD el 
al). 

Gadwall: 1 15 at Tollgate Ponds Jul 26 (RD), lf.,8juv off LaSalle Marina Sep 2 (KM). 
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American Wigeon: Three off LaSalle Marina Jul 3 (KM); one at Windermere Basin Jul 23-Aug 19 (KM;RJD); five off Van 
Wagners Beach Aug 27 (RD el al .); five at Valley Inn Sep 11 (RD) 

Canvasback: One m. sum at Tollgate Ponds Jul I-Sep 26 (RD el al.) 

Redhead: Birds at Tollgate Ponds: lm.,lf. -Jul 2 (KM), 2m ,3f. -Jul 26 (RD), 2m.,5f. -Aug 2 (RD;KM), 12 -Aug 26 (RDw), 
lm.,lf. at Windermere Basin Jul 29 (RD). 

Ring-necked Duck: One m. sum at Tollgate Ponds Jul 1-Sep 26 (RD el al.), and a second m. there Sep 26 (RD), one at 
Smithville Sewage Ponds Sep 16 F (KM). 

Greater Scaup: One m. at Tollgate Ponds Jul 15 (KM), and two there Sep 8 F (RD) 

Lesser Scaup: Birds at Tollgate Ponds lm. -Jul 26-Aug 19 (RD), If -Aug 19 (RD), 10 -Sep 2 (RC), 50 -Sep 26 (RD), birds 

at Windermere Basin 3m. -Jul 15-29 (KM), 75 -Sep 29 (RD,KM); one f. at Bronte [HL] Aug 26 (MJ). 

Oldsquaw: Two off Van Wagners Beach Sep 8 F (RD), one f. at Windermere Basin Sep 29 (RD,KM). 

Black Scoter: Birds off Van Wagners Beach 8 - mid-Aug (BS,DG), 7 - Sep 6 (RD), 2 - Sep 21 (BS,JO,JD). 

Surf Scoter: Seven off Woodland Cemetery Sep 30 F (RD,BC,KM,RDw). 

White-winged Scoter: One m. off Van Wagners Beach Aug 30 F and five there Sep 8 (RD). 

Hooded Merganser: One f. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 3 (KM), one f. at Tollgate Ponds Aug 19-Sep 8 (RD;KM); one at 

Van Wagners Ponds Sep 9 (RC), and two f. there Sep 29 (RD). 

Common Merganser: One m. sum. at NE Corner Hamilton Bay Jul 12 (RD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Two off Walkers Line Jul 6 (RD); three at Bronte Aug 26 F (MJ). 

Ruddy Duck: Three at Dundas Marsh Sep 1 (RC), one f. at Tollgate Ponds Sep 8 (RD). 

Turkey Vulture: 25 roosting at RR552 N of Cone 5 [HW] Jul 6-13 (RD); 100 SE of Caledonia [ HN] Jul 9 (RC,JO), three at 
Woodland Cemetery Aug 22 F (RD). 

Osprey: One at Dundas Marsh Jul 29 F (RD); one at Woodland Cemetery Aug 13 (RDw), one at Burlington Aug 27 (MJ); one 
at Valley Inn and one over Clappison Corners [HW] Sep 1 (RD); one at Van Wagners Beach Sep 8 (RD), two at Woodland 
Cemetery Sep 30 (RD,BC,KM,RDw) 

Bald Eagle: One ad. at Woodland Cemetery Sep I F (RD). 

Northern Harrier: One over Highland Gardens Park [HW] Aug 14 F (RDw). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One at Guelph Line & No. 1 Sideroad [HL] Jul 2 (MJ); one imm. at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek [HW] 
Aug 14 F (DL.GL) 

Cooper's Hawk: One at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 10 F (BC). 

Northern Goshawk: Two at Woodland Cemetery Sep 27 F (DCo). 

Broad-winged Hawk: One at 36 Winter Way, Brantford Aug 20 F (DG). 

Merlin: One at Helen St, Dundas Aug 28F-31 (JA), one at Grand River @ Lome Bridge Aug 29 (BL), one at Burlington 
Beach Canal [HL] Sep 1 (RC); one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Sep 4 (KM,BL); one ad. f at Windermere Basin Sep 17 (KM), one 
at Van Wagners Beach Sep 28 (RD,MK). 

Peregrine Falcon: The pair nesting at Sheraton Hotel, Hamilton, fledged one natural chick plus two captive bred chicks placed in 
nest, and the young were flying by mid-summer; many Peregrine reports throughout area during late summer likely relate to these 
birds. Likely migrants: one at Van Wagners Beach Aug 27 F (BS,DG,JC); one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 30 
(RD,BC,KM,RDw). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Two at Windermere Basin Sep 24 (RC); one m. Hwy 6 N of Freelton [HW] Sep 29 (RD) 

Virginia Rail: One at Copetown Bog, Mineral Springs Rd [HW] Jul 15 (MS); one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 28 L (KM,JC). 
Sora: One at Copetown Bog, Mineral Springs Rd Jul 15 (MS), one at Windermere Basin Aug 20 F (RDw); one at Van Wagners 
Ponds Sep 28 L (JC) 

Common Moorhen: Two at Foreman Rd Wetland Jul 19 (RD) 

American Coot: Seven at LaSalle Marina Sep 30 F (KM). 

Black-bellied Plover: Birds at Windermere Basin: I -Aug 12 F (KM), 2 -Sep 11 (RD), ljuv. -Sep 16 (KM), 2 -Sep 29 
(RD,KM); one at Dundas Marsh Aug 22 (RC); two ad. at Orkney Rd S of Hwy 5 [//JF] Aug 23 (RD,DW), and three there Aug 
31 (RDw); one at Van Wagners Beach Aug 27 (RC el al.), one at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 10 (RD,BC), two at Mountsberg C A 
[WL HW] Sep 28 (RD). 

American Golden-Plover: Four ad. at Orkney Rd S of Hwy 5 Aug 23 * (RD,DW), and two there Aug 31 (RDw); two at 
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Binbrook C.A. [HW\ Aug 24 (RC), two at Van Wagners Beach Sep 8 (RD); birds at Windermere Basin: ljuv. -Sep 16 (KM), 

2juv -Sep 24 (KM), 1 -Sep 29 (RD,KM), one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 24-26 (RC,RD), one at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 28 
(RD). 

Semipalmated Plover: Birds at Windermere Basin: 14 -Jul 28 F (RD), 3juv. -Aug 19 (KM), 12 -Aug 27 (KM), 1 -Sep 29 
(RD,KM); three at Tollgate Ponds Sep 1 (RD); four at Dundas Marsh Sep 1 (RC); one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 1-29 (RC et 
al.); eight at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 28 (RD); two at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 30 (RD.BC.KM). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One at Windermere Basin Jul 12 F (RC), three at Grand River at York [HN] Aug 20 (KM); five at Tollgate 
Ponds Aug 21-23 (RD;RDw); eight at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 16 (KM). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Birds at Windermere Basin: 30 -Jul 2 (RD,BC), 50 -Jul 12 (RC); seven at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 3 
(KM); birds at Dundas Marsh: 10 -Jul 18 (RD), 50 -Jul 24 (RD), 15 -Aug 22 (RC); three at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 1 (RD), 
eight at Tollgate Ponds Aug 21 (RD); 30 at Binbrook C.A. Aug 24 (RC); 20 at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 16 (KM). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One at Foreman Rd Wetland Jul 19 F (RD), one juv. at LaSalle Marina Aug 12 (KM), two at Van Wagners 
Ponds Sep 29 L (RD,KM). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Two at Valley Inn Sep 27 (RD,BS); one at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 28 (RD). 

Upland Sandpiper: One at Flamborough Downs [HW] Jul 6 F and six there Jul 13 (RD). 

Hudsonian Godwit: One ad. at Windermere Basin Aug 26 * (KM), one at Rattray Marsh [PL] Sep 1 (fide HC). 

Ruddy Turnstone: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1 -Jul 28 F (RD), l juv. -Aug 26 (KM;RDw); one at Tollgate Ponds Aug 3 (RD) 
and Aug 26 (RDw); three at Burlington Beach Canal Aug 5 (KM.RDw); two at LaSalle Marina Aug 12 (KM); one at PetroCanada 
Pier [HL] Sep 10 (MJ); one juv. at Dundas Marsh Sep 10 (KM,BL,CB) and two juv. there Sep 17 (KM). 

Red Knot: One juv. at Tollgate Ponds Aug 19*-Sep 2L (KM el al.), and at Windermere Basin Aug 26 (KM) 

Sanderling: One at Windermere Basin Jul 16 F (KM), and nine juv. there Aug 27 (KM), birds at Burlington Beach Canal: 13 
-Jul 29 (KM), 14 -Aug 5 (KM.RDw); three at Flamilton Beachstrip [ HW] Aug 3 (RD); four at Fifty Point C.A, [MJ] Aug 18 
(RD), 20 at Van Wagners Beach Aug 27 (RD el al.); one at Dundas Marsh Sep 17 (KM). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Birds at Windermere Basin: 4 -Jul 12 F (RC), 70 -Jul 23 (KM), 50 -Jul 28 (RD); 11 at Dundas 
Marsh Aug 22 (RC); eight at Tollgate Ponds Sep 1 (RD), four at Binbrook C.A Aug 24 (RC), one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Sep 
2 (RD,BC); three at Valley Inn Sep 11 (RD), and two there Sep 24 (KM). 

Least Sandpiper: Birds at Windermere Basin: 11 -Jul 16 (KM), 17ad ,3juv. -Jul 23 (KM), 25 -Jul 28 (RD), 1 -Sep 30 (KM), 

10 at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 3 and 17 there Jul 16 (KM); nine at Dundas Marsh Aug 22 (RC); eight at Tollgate Ponds Aug 
23 (RDw); 20 at Binbrook C.A Aug 24 (RC); four at Valley Inn Sep 11 (RD) 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Two at Valley Inn Sep 28 F (RDw); one ad at Windermere Basin Sep 29 (RD,KM). 

Baird's Sandpiper: (all juv. unless stated) Birds at Windermere Basin: lad. -Aug 2 * (RD,JG), 10 -Aug 23 (RD), 6 -Aug 27 
(RD); three at Binbrook C.A. Aug 20-26 (KM); birds at Tollgate Ponds: 5 -Aug 23 (RC;RDw), 3 -Sep 2 (RD,BC,KM); one at 
Dundas Marsh Aug 29 (RD); one at Burlington Beach Canal Sep 9 (KM). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1 -Aug 2 F (RD.JG), 17 -Sep 24 (RC); three at Dundas Marsh Aug 22 (RC); 
four at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 26 (RD); 12 at Valley Inn Sep 24 (KM); 40 at Mountsberg C A. Sep 28 (RD) 

Dunlin: One sum. ad. at Windermere Basin Jul 9 (RC), and four there Sep 24 F (KM,RC); 20 at Mountsberg C.A, Sep 28 (RD) 
Stilt Sandpiper: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1 -Jul 2 * (RD,BC;KM), 3 -Jul 12 (RC), 7 -Jul 23 (KM), lad -Aug 20 (RDw); 
four at Dundas Marsh Jul 24 (RD); one juv. at Tollgate Ponds Sep 2 (KM,RC); two at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 10 (RD,BC); one 
at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 28-29 (MK;JC). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: One at Mines & Haldibrook Rds [ HN] Aug 26 * (JC); one juv. at Windermere Basin Aug 27-Sep 3L 
(KM,RD;m obs ); one at Dundas Marsh Sep 1 (RC). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Birds at Windermere Basin: 6 -Jul 2 F (RD,BC), 24+1 griseus -Jul 9 (RC), 42 -Jul 12 (RC), 1 griseus 
-Aug 12-13 (KM), ljuv. -Aug 23 (RD), one at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 3 (KM); 38 at Dundas Marsh Jul 24 (RD); two at 
Tollgate Ponds Jul 26 (RD), 4ad ,ljuv. at Binbrook C.A. Aug 12 (KM), one juv. at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 10-16 L 
(RD,BC;KM). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: One juv at Valley Inn Sep 24*-30 (KM et al.). 

Common Snipe: One at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 16 (KM), one at Dundas Hydro Pond Sep 17 (KM). 

Wilson's Phalarope: Three at Windermere Basin Jul 9 F (RC). 

Red-necked Phalarope: One at Van Wagners Beach Aug 27 F (RC el al.), four at Van Wagners Beach Sep 8 (RD el al.); two 
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at Valley Inn Sep 9-10 (BCu,KM,BL,CB), one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 10-17 (RSn el at.). 

Red Phalarope: One at Van Wagners Beach Sep 8 * (RD el al). 

Parasitic Jaeger: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 1 -Aug 24 * (RD), 3ad. -Aug 27 (RD,KM el al.), lad (light morph),ljuv. -Aug 
30 (RD), ljuv -Sep 6 (RD). 

Jaeger sp.: Birds off Van Wagners Beach 2 -Aug 25 (RD), 1 -Aug 30 (RD), 2 -Sep 28 (RD). 

Little Gull: One ad. off Van Wagners Beach Aug 23 F (RDw el al.). 

Bonaparte's Gull: One at Windermere Basin Jul 9 (RC), one 1st sum at LaSalle Marina Jul 15 (KM), one 1st sum at Dundas 
Marsh Jul 24 (RD), and three there Aug 6 (RDw) and Aug 22 (RC); seven ad off Fifty Point C A. Aug 1 F (RD); one at 
Woodland Cemetery Aug 5 (RDw); six juv. at Van Wagners Beach Aug 27 (RD et al.). 

Great Black-backed Gull: The breeding pair with one juv were last at Neare Island [HW] Jul 29 (KM). 

Sabine's Gull: One juv off Van Wagners Beach Aug 27 * (RD,KM,AA) (record early for Ontario), and one juv. there Sep 8 
(BS.JC). 

Caspian Tern: One 1st sum at Windermere Basin Jul 15 (KM), about 400 ad /juv. at Tollgate Ponds Jul 26 (RD); one at 
Christie C.A Jul 28 (RD); 165 at Dundas Marsh Aug 29 (RD), two at Grand River @ Lome Bridge Aug 29 (BL); lad , ljuv. at 
Valley Inn and two at Dundas Marsh Sep 30 L (RD,BC,KM). 

Common Tern: One 1st sum at Windermere Basin Jul 23 (KM), two at Christie C.A. Jul 28 (RD); 30 off Van Wagners Beach 
Aug 27 (RC el al.), 22 off Burlington Beach Canal Sep 1 (RD); four off Fifty Rd Sep 7 (RD). 

Forster's Tern: One 1st sum. at Dundas Marsh Jul 24 (RD). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Tyneside Rd [ HW] Aug 12 (KM), one at Dundas Marsh Aug 22 L (RC). 

Common Nighthawk: One over E Hamilton Jul 16 (RD,BC); one over Mountain Ave, Hamilton [ HW] Aug 14 F and 30 there 
Aug 29 (RDw); one over South Brantford [BR] Aug 20 (BL); 30 over Dundas Aug 26 (fide GN); 35 at Grand River @ Lome 
Bridge Aug 29 (BL); four at Woodland Cemetery Sep 1 (RD), 105 over Ivor Wynne Stadium [ HW] Sep 2 (GN); 15 over 
Aldershot Sep 4 (KM,BL) 

Whip-poor-will: One at Shell Park [HL] Sep 6 L (MJ). 

Chimney Swift: Birds at Woodland Cemetery: 3 -Aug 5 F (RDw), 25 -Sep 1 (RD), 2 -Sep 30 (RD,BC,KM,RDw). 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Mountain Ave, Hamilton Aug 22 F (RDw); 10 at Woodland Cemetery Sep 1 (RD). 
Red-headed Woodpecker: One pair nesting at Satellite Golf, Hwy 20 & Mud St [HW\ Jul-on (RW), one juv at Bronte Sep 
6 10 (MJ); one imm. at Jerseyville [HW] Sep 28 (fide MS). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One at Kilbride [HL] mid-Sep [fide MS) 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One terr. at Turner Tract, Halton County Forest [HL] Jul 3 (RD,BC,LB); birds on Sep 24 F: 2 
-Bronte (MJ), 4 -Woodland Cemetery (KM), 2 -Burlington Beach Canal (RC), 6 -Van Wagners Ponds (RC). 

Pileated Woodpecker: Two at McMaster University [HW] Aug 11 (RDw). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One at Bronte Aug 26 L (MJ). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 22 F (RD). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Van Wagners Ponds (RC) and one at Shoreacres (RD) Aug 23 F, one at Shell Park Sep 8 L 
(MJ) 

Alder Flycatcher: One terr at Crieff Bog [WL] Jul 3 (RD,BC,LB); one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 1 F (RD), one at Van 
Wagners Ponds Sep 9 L (RC). 

Willow Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres Aug 23 F (RD); one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 10 L (RD et al.) 

Least Flycatcher: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 13 F (KM) 

Eastern Phoebe: Two juv at Red Hill Creek Aug 25 (RC,JHa), one ad at Globe Park [HW] Aug 27 F (RD) 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Van Wagners Ponds Aug 23 F (RC); two at Bronte Sep 24 L (MJ) 

WESTERN KINGBIRD: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 16 * (BS,RPa). 

Eastern Kingbird: Four at Burlington Beach Canal Aug 3 F (RD); 11 at Woodland Cemetery Aug 13 (RDw); 16 at 10th Rd E, 
Saltfleet [ HW] Aug 24 (RDw); 30 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 26 (KM), and 20 there Sep 2 (RD,BC); one at Bronte Woods 
[HL] Sep 10 L (MJ). 

Purple Martin: One at St. Geroge St, Brantford [BR] Jul 30 F (BL); one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 L (BS). 

Tree Swallow: Two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Sep 2 (RD,BC), 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Sep 2 (RD,BC). 
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Bank Swallow: Two at Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 L (BS). 

Cliff Swallow: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 L (BS). 

Barn Swallow: 40 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Sep 2 (RD,BC). 

Tufted Titmouse: Two at Hendrie Valley [HL] Sep 4 (BP), one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 30 (KM,RDw). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Highland Gardens Park Aug 24 F (RDw), 14 at Bronte Sep 10 (MJ) 

Brown Creeper: One at Shell Park Sep 10 F (MJ) 

Carolina Wren: Two terr at Shoreacres Jul 31-Sep 5 (RD), one at Burlington Beach Canal Sep 1-2 (RC); one at Shell Park Sep 
24 (MJ). 

Winter Wren: One terr at Crieff Bog Jul 3 (RD,BC,LB), one at Burloak Woods Sep 8 F (MJ), 21 at Bronte Sep 24 (MJ) 

Marsh Wren: One terr. at Marsh Boardwalk, Cootes Paradise Jul 24 (RD), one at Bronte Marsh [HL] Aug 26F-Sep 3 (MJ) 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Eight at Bronte Sep 24 F (MJ) 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Valley Inn Sep 11 F (RD); 24 at Bronte Sep 24 (MJ) 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Two at Woodland Cemetery Aug 21 F (RDw), two at Dundas Marsh Aug 29 (RD). 

Eastern Bluebird: lm ,lf.,2juv. at Kelson Ave [MJ] Jul 20 (RD); lm ,4juv at N. Dumfries Rd 27 N of Clyde [WT] Sep 13 
(RD). 

Veery: One at Van Wagners Ponds Aug 23 F (RDw); one at Kelson Ave (KM) and one at Burloak Woods (MJ) Sep 24 L 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Shell Park Sep 6 F (MJ). 

Swainson's Thrush: Four at Bronte Sep 3 F (MJ). 

Hermit Thrush: One at Shell Park Aug 26 F (MJ) 

Northern Mockingbird: One at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 10 (RD.BC) 

American Pipit: Birds at Windermere Basin: 3 - Sep 3 F (RC,EM), 4 - Sep 4 (KM,BL), 1 -Sep 16 (KM), 1 -Sep 24 (RC), one 
at Valley Inn Sep 11 (RD); 10 at Mountsberg C.A Sep 28 (RD). 

Solitary Vireo: Two at Bronte Woods Sep 10 F (MJ.GE). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One terr at Beverly Swamp [HW] Jul 3 (RD), one at Berry C.A. [HW] Aug 22 F (RDw); one at Rock 
Chapel Sanctuary [HW] Aug 26 L (RDw). 

Warbling Vireo: Three at Van Wagners Ponds Aug 23 F (RC), one at Shell Park Sep 10 L (MJ) 

Philadelphia Vireo: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 28 F (RD), two at Burloak Woods Sep 24 L (MJ). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 23 F (RC); five at LaSalle Park Sep 13 (RD), six at Woodland Cemetery Sep 
17 (KM). 

Blue-winged Warbler: One at Berry C.A. Aug 22 L (RDw) 

Golden-winged Warbler: One at Burloak Woods Aug 26 L (MJ). 

Tennessee Warbler: One at Rock Chapel Sanctuary Aug 26 F (RDw). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One was very early at Woodland Cemetery Sep 1 F (RD), 

Nashville Warbler: One terr. at Puslinch Lake Bog [WL] and at Crieff Bog Jul 3 (RD,BC,LB); one at Red Hill Creek Aug 25 F 
(RC.JHa), eight at Bronte Sep 10 (MJ). 

Northern Panda: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 28 F and two there Sep 1 (RD); one at Burlington Beach Canal and one at 
Van Wagners Ponds Sep 9 (RC), birds on Sep 10: 5 -Bronte (MJ), 1 -Van Wagners Ponds (RD el aJ.), 2 -LaSalle Park 
(KM,BL,CB); one at Valley Inn Sep 11 (RD), three at Burlington Beach Canal Sep 15 L (RD) 

Yellow Warbler: Six at Burlington Beach Canal Aug 3 F (RD); one at Valley Inn Sep 14 L (RD) 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Birds on Aug 23 F: I -Woodland Cemetery (RC), 2 -Burlington Beach Canal (RC), 1 -Hendrie 
Valley (RDw), 13 at Bronte Aug 26 (MJ); one at Burloak Woods Sep 24 L (MJ) 

Magnolia Warbler: Two at Kelson Ave Aug 18 F (RD), 28 at Bronte Aug 26 (MJ) and 24 there Sep 24 (MJ,GE); 11 at Red 
Hill Valley Aug 27 (RD). 

Cape May Warbler: Birds on Sep 1 F: 1 -Woodland Cemetery (RD), 1 -Burlington Beach Canal (RC), 2 -Van Wagners Ponds 
(RC); three at Bronte Sep 10 L (MJ). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: Three f. at Shoreacres Aug 23 F (RD), and 2m.,If. there Sep 27 (RD) 

Ycllow-rumped Warbler: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 26 F (KM). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One at Berry C.A. and one at Rock Chapel Sanctuary Aug 26 F (RDw) 

Blackburnian Warbler: Two at Woodland Cemetery Aug 21 F (RDw), and one there Sep 14 L (RD) 
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Pine Warbler: Four at Hyde Tract [HW] Sep 15 (RD) 

Prairie Warbler: One m at Hyde Tract Sep 9 * (WY) 

Palm Warbler: One at Bronte Sep 3 F (MJ) 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Two at Red Hill Creek Aug 25 F (RC,JHa), one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 28 (RW). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One at Fifty Point C A Aug 31 F (SM); two at Bronte Sep 24 L (MJ) 

Black-and-white Warbler: One ten' at Beverly Swamp Jul 4 (PS), one f at Shoreacres Aug 14 F (RD), and one there Sep 27 
L (RD) 

American Redstart: One at Kelson Ave Aug 18 F (RD); 27 at Bronte Aug 26 (MJ). 

Ovenbird: One at Red Hill Creek Aug 25 F (RC.JHa), one at Shoreacres Sep 27 (RD) 

Northern Waterthrush: Two at Shoreacres Aug 14 F (RD), one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 9 L (RC) 

Mourning Warbler: One at Windermere Basin Aug 20 F (RDw); one at Mountain Ave, Hamilton Aug 3 1 (RDw); one at 
Shoreacres Sep 4 L (KM,BL) 

Common Yellowthroat: One at Van Wagners Ponds Aug 23 F (RC), six at Burlington Beach Canal Sep 15 (RD) 

Hooded Warbler: One at Fifty Point C.A. Aug 31 L (SM). 

Wilson’s Warbler: Birds on Aug 23 F: 2 -Burlington Beach Canal (RC), 2 -Van Wagners Ponds (RC), 1 -Shoreacres (RD), six 
at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 1 (RC); three at Burlington Beach Canal Sep 15 L (RD) 

Canada Warbler: One at Shoreacres Aug 14 F (RD), one at Hyde Tract Sep 15 L (RD) 

Yellow-breasted Chat: One at Armstrong Ave, Hamilton [HW\ Aug 15 (CBo). 

Scarlet Tanager: One at Valley Inn Sep 14 (RD), one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 24 L (RC). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 29 L (RD). 

Rufous-sided Towhee: One at Hyde Tract Sep 15 (RD) 

Chipping Sparrow: 20 at Woodland Cemetery Aug 31 (RDw) 

Savannah Sparrow: One at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 1 F (RC) 

Lincoln's Sparrow: One at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 9 F (RC) 

Swamp Sparrow: One at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 9 F (RC). 

White-throated Sparrow: Single terr. at Beverly Swamp (RD), Puslinch Lake Bog and Crieff Bog (RD,BC,LB) Jul 3; two juv. 
at Puslinch Resource Management Area [WL] Jul 26 (RD), one at Hendrie Valley Aug 28 F (RDw). 100 at Burlington Beach 
Canal Sep 15 (RD), birds on Sep 24: 70 -Van Wagners Ponds, 60 -Windermere Basin, 40 -Burlington Beach Canal (RC). 
White-crowned Sparrow: Eight at Bronte (RC) and one at Windermere Basin (RC) Sep 24 F 
Dark-eyed Junco: Three at Burlington Beach Canal Sep 15 F (RD). 

Bobolink: Two at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 1 L (RC). 

Rusty Blackbird: One at Millgrove Loam Pits Sep 10 F (RD,BC), and 20 there Sep 16 (KM), eight at Grimsby Sewage Ponds 
Sep 24 (KM), 18 at Bronte Sep 24 (MJ) 

Orchard Oriole: One f. at N Shore Cootes Paradise Jul 27 (RD) 

Northern Oriole: One m at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek Sep 6 L (DL,GL) 

Purple Finch: One terr. pair at Beverly Swamp Jun-Aug (PS), two at Woodland Cemetery Aug 5 F and one there Aug 21 
(RDw), one f. at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Aug 9 (RP,IS), one at Berry C.A Aug 22 (RDw), one at Hyde Tract Sep 15 (RD), 10 at 
Beverly Swamp Sep 25 (PS) 

Common Redpoll: Three at Hendrie Valley Sep 11 * (BP) were very early. 

Please send your bird records for October to December 1995 by January 10 to Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Ont, 
N2L 4S3, or phone 519-888-0553 

Hamilton Birding Hotline: 648-9537 


Guidelines by Rob Dobos DUCK from its earliest issues over 45 

for Contributions to The “Noteworthy Bird Records” years ago. It has been a record of the 

Noteworthy Bird Records column has appeared in the WOOD notable bird sightings of our Club's 
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members over the years. These 
records provide a picture of the 
ornithological events over the course 
of a year in the Hamilton area. 

During 1996, and subsequent 
years, we will attempt to keep the 
"Noteworthy Bird Records" as current 
as possible with die hope that they 
will be included in each issue of the 
WOOD DUCK as space allows. In 
order to do so, members are asked to 
submit their bird sightings in a timely 
manner. This article will describe 
what bird sightings members should 
submit for possible inclusion in the 
“Noteworthy Bird Records” (hereafter 
NBR). 

We attempt to provide as 
complete as possible a summary of 
occurences of rare (locally and 
provincially) species, of the first and 
last dates and peak numbers for 
migrants, of breeding records for our 
uncommon to rare birds, as well as 
interesting records from areas not 
birded frequently or areas of 
particular conservation interests. The 
area of interest to the HNC is termed 
the “Hamilton Study Area” (HSA), 
which is bounded by a circle with a 
25 mile (40.2 km) radius centred at 
Dundurn Castle in Hamilton. The 
“Checklist of the Birds of the 
Hamilton Area” compiled by the 
HNC is based on this area. 

The majority of records appearing 
in the NBR are from a handful of 
regular contributors. However, all 
birders and casual observers are 
encouraged to submit their sightings 
in order to obtain as complete a 
picture of the birdlife as possible. 
Many members have been 
contributing their sightings to the 


taped phone bird hotline the Club 
maintains, which is great. Attempts 
are made to use these records in the 
NBR, however, in some cases, 
incomplete information regarding the 
record may be provided by the caller 
such that the record cannot be used. 
These callers are also encouraged to 
send their sightings for the NBR. 

The following information should 
be provided for all records: species 
name, date of observation, number of 
birds, location of observation (as 
specific as possible), names of 
observers, age, sex or other plumage 
details of birds, and airy other 
comments such as breeding evidence 
or interesting behaviour notes. 
Location names should use standard 
place names which appear regularly in 
the NBR, and for new locations, the 
county or regional municipality 
should be included if not implicit. 

Reference below is made to the 
“Date Guide to the Birds of the 
Hamilton Area”, referred to hereafter 
as the Date Guide This guide gives 
an indication of when each species 
would normally occur in the HSA by 
indicating dates for which any 
sighting would require documentation 
by the Hamilton Bird Records 
Committee. The most recent edition 
of this HNC publication was in 1988, 
with a revision appearing in the April 
1992 WOOD DUCK. It is hoped that 
a further revised edition will be 
completed in 1996. Documentation 
for any bird sighting requiring such, 
as indicated in the Date Guide, should 
also be forwarded to me for the 
Hamilton Bird Records Committee. 

The following records should be 
submitted: 


• all sightings of species considered 
rare in the HSA and in Ontario, as 
indicated as requiring documentation 
all year in the Date Guide 

• first and last dates for migrants in 
both spring and fall seasons 

• maximum or large numbers of 
migrant species 

• out of season dates for birds, as 
indicated as requiring documentation 
in the Date Guide 

• all records of the following 
uncommon birds in the HSA: 

Red-throated Loon, American 
Bittern, Least Bittern, Great 
Egret, Snow Goose, Brant, Black 
Scoter, Surf Scoter, Bald Eagle, 
Northern Goshawk, Golden Eagle, 
Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Gray 
Partridge, Ring-necked Pheasant, 
Wild Turkey, Northern Bobwhite, 
Common Moorhen, American 
Coot, Whimbrel, Hudsonian 
Godwit, Red Knot, Western 
Sandpiper, Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper, Long-billed 
Dowitcher, Wilson's Phalarope, 
Red-necked Phalarope, Parasitic 
Jaeger, Little Gull, Iceland Gull, 
Black-legged Kittiwake, Forster's 
Tern, Black Tern, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Snowy Owl, Long-eared 
Owl, Short-eared Owl, Northern 
Saw-whet Owl, Whip-poor-will, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Pileated 
Woodpecker, Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, Tufted Titmouse, 
Carolina Wren, Sedge Wren, 
Marsh Wren, Northern Shrike, 
Yellow-throated Vireo, 
Golden-winged Warbler, 
Northern Parula, Cerulean 
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Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush, 
Connecticut Warbler, 
Clay-colored Sparrow, 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow, Lapland 
Longspur, Snow Bunting, Orchard 
Oriole, Pine Grosbeak, Purple 
Finch *, Red Crossbill, 
White-wingedCrossbill, Common 
Redpoll *, Pine Siskin *, Evening 
Grosbeak* (* -except in big 
invasion years). 

• breeding records for the following 

additional species: 

Pied-billed Grebe, 
Double-crested Cormorant, Great 
Blue Heron, Green Heron, 
Black-crowned Night-Heron, 
Green-winged Teal, Northern 


Pintail, Northern Shoveler, 
American Wigeon, Hooded 
Merganser, Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouldered 
Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, 
Virginia Rail, Sora, Common 
Nighthawk, Yellow-bellied 
Sap sucker. Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Winter Wren, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Solitary 
Vireo, Nashville Warbler, 
Black-throated Green Warbler, 
Pine Warbler, Black-and-white 
Warbler, Canada Warbler, 
White-throated Sparrow; (in 
particular new breeding locations 
for any of these, or records of 
new breeding species to the 
HSA). 


* unusual plumages, such as hybrids, 
albinos, melanism, leucisism, rare 
colour morphs, rare subspecies, etc. 

These bird records should be sent to 
me by no later than the 10th of the 
month, on a monthly basis, in order 
to be included in the following 
month's WOOD DUCK. They can be 
mailed, hand delivered or phoned in 
to me at the following address: 

Rob Dobos 

178 Cedarbrae Ave. 

Waterloo, Ontario N2L 4S3 
home: 519-888-0553, work: 
905-336-4953 


Correction 

Last month, the WOOD DUCK published a table showing the funding for the NAI. Unfortunately , the table was 
not correct. The following table is the correct one and is also to be found in the introduction of Volume I of the NAI. 
We apologize for this error and regret any misunderstanding it may have caused. Editor 


Tnble 1: Funding for the Natural Areas Inventory Project 


Government Agencies and Programs: 


Government Agencies 
Regional Municipality of 

Hamilton-Wentworth $68,400 

Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 29,100 

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 20,000 

Environment Canada 10.000 

Ontario Ministry of the Environment 8,200 

Grand River Conservation Authority 6,000 

Halton Region Conservation Authority 5,100 

Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 4,200 

Government Programs 

Ontario Environmental Youth Corps 

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 27,500 

Ontario Ministry of the Environment 12,600' 

TOTAL GOVERNMENT SOURCES $191,100 


1 Funds for Two EYC - OMOE positions sponsored by the 
Halton Board of Education were administered directly by the 
Board and were not included in the HNC project budget. The 
amount involved (estimated as $4,500) has been included in 
this summary. 

7 The Hamilton Naturalists' Club contribution includes bank 
interest and revenue from sales of the final report, and will 
be affected by the final production and distribution costs 
which can only be estimated at this time. 


Non government Organizations: 

Naturalist Clubs and Environmental Organizations 


Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

HNC contribution $23,600* 

1991 Nature Walkathon 14,200 

Royal Canadian Geographical Society 5,000 

Conserver Society of Hamilton & District Inc. 1,000 
Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists 1,000 

Other (Norfolk Field Naturalists, Guelph 

Naturalists, Aldershot S.S. Environmental 

Club, South Peel Naturalists) 1,100 

Foundations 

Martin Foundation 6.000 

Laidlaw Foundation 5,000 

Samuel and Saidye Bronfman 

Family Foundation 5,000 

Canada Trust Friends of the Environment 

Foundation: Chapters in Ancaster, Dundas, 
Hamilton Mountain and Stoney Creek 4.800 

McLean Foundation 4,500 

Malloch Foundation 2,000 

Page Foundation 1.000 

McBride Foundation 500 

Donations 4.200 


TOTAL NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES $78,900 

TOTAL FUNDING FROM ALL SOURCES $270,000 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, January> 8, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd West 
Burlington 

Fits and Quarries 
Mark Browning 

A look at the revitalization and 
naturalization of abandoned pits and 
quarries in Ontario 

Please remember to bring your own cup 
to the meeting as there are only a few 
cups available 


Next Month 

Seeing Nature with a 
Scanning Microscope 
M. Cynthia Goh 


Monday, January 15, 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 

Old Guelph Road, 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to leam 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm This month will feature; 
- Dennis Lewington - Florida 
Hotspots- Lois Evans - Calls of 
Various Birds 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-3709 


Commemorative 
Lapel Pin 



Full Colour - $5.00 each 
Available at meetings or call 
664-8796. Proceeds go to 
11 nnKarlinn nf the HNC disolaV. 


High Quality Club Sweatshirts 

$ n r available in Grey or Forest Green 57 c 

at HNC Membership Meetings 



Also available at t's For the Birds Hamilton and Wild Birds Mature 
Shop . Burlington or by calling Betty Blashill at (905) b64-8796 


Thursday January 18, 7:30 p.m. 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
478 Hwy 53 E. 

Ancaster 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and team more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature 
-School Naturalization Projects 

Organizer: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday January 1 10:00 a.m. 

New Year’s Walk in the Valley 
This year we will explore the new trail 
being constructed down the valley as part 
of the Revitalization project. Meet at Red 
Hill Bowl Park off Lawrence Rd This 
park is at the comer of King St E. and 
Lawrence Rd This is a correction of the 
Dates to Remember directions. 

Leaders: Don McLean 664 8796 and 
John S/ruger 547 5116 

Sunday January 7 

Winter Duck ('aunt 
This is part of a lake-wide waterfowl 
census on Lake Ontario Our area covers 
from Bronte Harbour to Fifty Point. 
Confirm your participation with George. 
Compiler: George Naylor 575-9016 

Saturday February 10 10:00 a.m. 

Waterfalls and Wildlife 
Leader: Brian Wylie 627 4601 


The December WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 

Sheila Forbes 

Jo Harschnitz 

Norm Pomfret 

Marge and Norm Ralston 

Doris Bundle 

Maria Sedgwick 

Jim and Jean StoUard 

Phyllis Fair 

Thanks everyone! 





HNC Board of Directors 
1995-96 

Executive 


President: 

Margaret Walton 

627-7361 

Vice-President: 

Brian Burgon 

6 18-0153 

Secreta ry: 

Lina Radziturns 

765-8980 

Treasurer: 

Betty Blasltill 

604-8796 

Directors 

Past President: 

Joint Stinger 

5 17-SI 10 

Membership: 

Wolfgang Luff 

681-2276 

Conservation: 

Brian McHattie 

540-144 1 

Education: 

lolm Hannah 

524-1872 

Program: 

Paul (Jharlebois 

634-5541 

Field Events: 

Pierre Arnold 

648-2519 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Publicity: 

Christine Bishop 

648-8665 

Social: 

Sean Motley 

575 0668 

Sanctuary: 

John Fischer Days 

.336-4961 

Evemnes 

643-3837 


Co-ordinators 
and Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

Roslvnne Price 681-2276 

Volunteer Co-ordinator: 

Position vacant 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

FON Representative: 

Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

Walkatkon Co-ordinator: 

Don McLean 663-8796 





Membership Fees 1995-96 


Life Member 

$350.00 

Active Membei 

20.00 

Active Senior Member 

17 00 

Joint Members 

30.00 

Joint Senior Members 

25.00 

Family Membership 

35.00 

Student Membei 

10.00 

< loriesponding Member 

1 s 00 

Junior Nats - first child 

30.00 

Junior Nats - additional children 

20.00 

Honorarv Life Member 

None 


HNC Publications 


Natural Areas Inventory Vols I & 11 

$60.00 

Herpetofaunal Atlas 

20.00 

Checklist of Birds of H- W 

1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of H-W 

1.00 

Citizens Guide to Action 

Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to 


Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworlh 

Free 
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